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THE SOUTHERN AFRICA SITUATION 
ANNCR: 

SUBSTANTIAL AND RAPID CHAiIGES HAVE BEEN OCCURING IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA, VOA'S BOB CHANCELLOR, WHO RECENTLY SPENT 
A MONTH IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE CONTINENT, HAS PREPARED 
THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

A WHOLE NEW POLITICAL SITUATION EXISTS TODAY Ii: SOUTHERN 
AFRICA. IT'S A SITUATION THAT GIVES HOPE TO AFRICA'S BLACKS 
THAT THE LONG-AWAITED LIBERATION FROM WHITE MINORITY REGIMES 
MAYY SOON BE AT HAND. THE SAME NE'i SITUATION GIVES FEAR TO 
THOSE WHITE REGIMES, AMO IN THE BALANCE OF THE FREE, 
INDUSTRIALIZED WORLD IT GIVES RISE TO CONCERN ABOUT 
INSTABILITY ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT. IN THE SOVIET UNION 
THERE ARE, PERHAPS, DREAMS OF A NEW AND EXPANDING SPHERE 
OF INFLUENCE, 

THIS NEW SITUATION COULD BE SAID TO HAVE COME ABOUT IN 
FEBRUARY WHEN THE SOVIET-SUPPORTED AND CUBAN-LED POPULAR 
MOVEMENT SEIZED CONTROL OF ANGOLA. BUT THE EVENTS LEADING 
THE NEW POLITICAL SITUATION MAY BE SAID TO HAVE BEGUN IN 
APRIL, 1974 WITH THE COUP II! PORTUGAL AND THE SUBSEQUENT 
DECISION BY THAT NATION TO E!ND ITS FIVE-HUNDREO YEAR COLONIAL 
PRESENCE IN AFRICA, 

IT WAS PORTUGAL'S WITHDRAWAL FROM THE CONTINENT THAT 
ALLOWED ESTABLISHMENT OF A MARXIST GOVERNMENT IN MOZAMBIQUE 
AND ULTIMATELY, AFTER A BITTER CIVIL WAR, It ANGOLA. THE 
ANGOLAN VICTORY BROUGHT CUBAN TROOPS NEAR TO THE BORDER 


OF SOUTHWEST AFRICA OR NAMIBIA, AND MOSCOW AT LEAST, HAS 
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ANNOUNCED ITS INTENTION TO STAY AND WORK FOR THE LIBERATION 
OF SOUTHWEST AFRICA, RHODESIA AND EVENTUALLY SOUTH AFRICA 
ITSELF. THE RAPID ADVANCE OF THE CUBAN FORCES LED TO AN 
INITIAL WAR SCARE IM SOUTH AFRICA, AND PRIME MINISTER 

JOHN VORSTER WARNED IN A SPEECH OF A THREAT BOTH FROM WITHOUT 
AND WITHIN, SEVERAL THOUSAND SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS PATROLLED 
THE NAMIBIA-ANGOLA BORDER, EVEi! AFTER SOUTH AFRICA WITHDREW 
FROM ITS DEEP PLUNGE II!JTO ANGOLA IN AID OF THE COALITION THAT 
OPPOSED THE POPULAR MOVEMENT FORCES. 

THIS FIRST SOUTH AFRICAN FORAY Ii!TO INVOLVMENT IN THE 
AFFAIRS OF ITS AFRICAN NEIGHSORS HAS CREATED A MOOD OF 
SERIOUS REFLECTION. MISTER VORSTER'S GOVERNMENT IS WONDERING 
WHAT DAMAGE THAT INVOLVEMENT HAS DOiWE TO HIS FOURTEEN 
MONTH OLD POLICY OF DETENTE WITH BLACK AFRICA. THAT POLICY 
BEGAN WHEN HE SAID SOUTHERN AFRICA HAS CONE TO THE CROSSROADS, 
SOUTHERN AFRICA HAS TO MAKE A CHOICE BETWEEN PEACE ON THE 
ONE HAIID AND AN ESCALATION OF VIOLENCE ON THE OTHER. BUT 
THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT HAS TO WORRY NOT ONLY ABOUT 
THE THREAT FROM WITHOUT; THERE'S A SUBSTANTIAL BODY OF 
OPINION THAT DOUBTS WHETHER THE COUNTRY'S BLACK MAJORITY 
WOULD SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT AGAINST AN EXTERNAL THREAT, 
BECAUSE THEY MIGHT VIEW IT AS THEIR LIBERATION FROM RACIAL 
SEPARATION OR APARTHEIS. THERE'S BEEN SOME MINOR EASING 
OF APARTHEID LAWS IN SOUTH AFRICA AND THERE MAY BE MORE. 

BUT THE QUESTION IS WHETHER IT IS ENOUGH TO HEAD OFF THE 
GROWING INTERNAL ANGER. 

NAMIBIA IS AN EVEN MORE IMMEDIATE CONCERN. PRIME 

MINISTER VORSTER HAS PROMISED TO GIVE THE FORMER LEAGUE OF 


NATIONS TRUST TERRITORY INDEPENDENCE, BUT AT HIS PACE AND 
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UNDER HIS TERMS. THAT MEANS DCALING WITH THE COUNTRY'S 
TRIBAL CHIEFS AND SPURNING THE SOUTHWEST AFRICA PEOPLES 
ORGANIZATION. THE VORSTER GOVERNMENT BELIEVES SWAPO DOES 
NOT REPRESENT THE INTEREST OF THE NAMIBIAN PEOPLE, BUT THE 
ORGANIZATION IS RECOGNIZED BY THE REST OF AFRICA AND BY 
THE UNITED NATIONS AS THE LEGITIMATE LIBERATION FORCE FOR 
THE TERRITORY. ANGOLA AND THE SOVIET UNION HAVE PLEDGED 
THEIR SUPPORT TO SWAPO AND THERE ARE FEARS OF ESCALATING 
TERRORIST ACTIVITY. 

RHODESIA ALSO IS UNDER INTENSE PRESSURE. GUERILLA 
WARFARE INCREASED SHARPLY If RECENT WEEKS ALONG THE 
RHODES IAN-MOZAMBIQUE BORDER, EVEN WHILE PRIME MINISTER 
TAN SMITH CARRIED Ol} CONSTITUTIONAL TALKS WITH AFRICAN 
NATIONAL COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE JOSHUA NKOMO. MOST 
OBSERVERS BELIEVE A COLLAPSE OF THOSE TALKS WOULD LEAD 
TO A FULL-SCALE GUERILLA WAR, WITH THE EVER-PRESENT THREAT 
THAT SOVIET SUPPORT AND CUBAN TROOPS COULD BE SHIFTED 
FROM ANGOLA TO MOZAMBIQUE TO ASSIST. TENSION IS HIGHER 
NOW SINCE MOZAMBIQUE CLOSED ITS BORDER WITH RHODESIA 
AND IMPOSED ECONOMIC SANCTIONS. 

THE ONE BLACK STATE MOST SERIOUSLY AFFECTED BY THE 
CHANGING SITUATION IS ZAMBIA, LED BY ONE OF AFRICA'S MOST 
MODERATE STATESMEN, PRESIDENT KENNETH KAUNDA. HIS NATION 
IS BESET BY ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES AND NEEDS TO TURN SOUTHWARD 
FOR RELIEF. BUT PRESIDENT KAUNDA CANNOT TURN TO THE SOUTH 
SO LONG AS THE WHITE MINORITY RHODESIAN REGIME IS ON HIS 
SOUTHERN FLANK AND SO LONG AS SOUTH AFRICA'S RACIAL POLICIES 


ARE SO ABHORRENT TO AFRICAN STATES. 
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PRESIDENT KAUNDA RECENTLY VOICED CONCERN THAT A RHODESIAN 
SETTLEMENT IS UNLIKELY Ai!D THAT IF SO, THEN A BLOOD BATH IS 
INEVITABLE. IT'S IMPOSSISLE TO PREDICT HOW THIS COMPLEX 
SITUATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA WILL EVOLVE. IT'S LARGELY 
A MATTER OF TIME. BUT THE ALTCRNATIVE TO PEACE, MISTER 
VORSTER ONCE SAID, IS TOO GHASTLY TO CONTEMPLATE. 
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